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Waite attending college at Oberlin, The Patriarch was the father of 


Ohio, in the spring of 1836, I had oc- 
casion to visit Kirtland, some sixty 
miles distant, where two of my sisters, 
Eliza R. and Lenora A. Snow, were 
then residing. At that time Kirtland 
was the principal settlement of the | 
Latter-day Saints. Joseph Smith, the 
Elders then had their houses in that 
locality, and the Saints had just com- 
pleted their beautiful temple. 

I became 8 acquainted 
with Joseph ith, his counselors, 
and a number of the prominent El- 
ders. I was invited to attend a “bles- 
sing meeting;” and after listening to 
several patriarchal r pro- 
nounced upon the heads of different 
individuals with whose history I was 
8 and of whom I knew the 
Pa h was entirely ignorant, I 


his counselors and leading | 


was struck with astonishment to hear 
their peculiarities so itively and 
referred to in their blessings. 


lain 

al that an * 
superior to human prescience, dicta- 
ted the 


words of the one who offici- | lay mem 


Joseph the Prophet, and after the 
services I was introduced to him. At 
the close of an interesting conversa- 
tion, he said: Brother Snow, I see 
you are honest, and searching after 
the truth, and it will not be long be- 
fore you will be convinced, see clearly 
= duty, be baptized and become a 
tter-day Saint.” 

This prediction to me of course was 
quite — for at that time I had 
not cherished a thought of ever be- 
coming a member of the“ Mormon“ 
Church. I looked at Father Smith, 
and silently asked myself the ques- 
tion, can that man be a deceiver 

His every appearance answered 
the negative. 

At first sight his presence impressed 
me with feelings of love and rever- 
ence, for I had never seen age so pre- 
8 Father Joseph Smith, the 

triarch, was indeed a noble speci- 
men of aged manhood. 

I attended several of their meet- 
ings at which was their custom for 
both men and 9 


in 


to speak —give their experience, 
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testify regarding their extraordin 
spiritual manifestations. I talke 
with those people, and their promi- 
nent Elders; with Joseph Smith the 
Prophet, and marveled and was ex- 
ingly astonished while listening 
to what they solemnly declared re- 
farding their wonderful experiences. 

e strange things I heard and saw 
at their prayer and testimony meet- 
i the marvelous experiences as 
related by men and women whose 
honesty and sincerity I could not 
doubt, which experiences they assert- 
ed were the natural and legitimate 
fruits of obedience to what they called 
the restored New Testament Gospel 
together with a Priesthood which held 
the keys or right to administer its 
of ba _ — — the 
sion of sins, an e laying on o 
hands for the reception of the Holy 
Ghost—all these things, I say, over- 
whelmed me with astonishment. 

I noticed that Joseph Smith assu- 
med a position which no false 2 
phet would dare—viz., that he had 
received the visitation of three angels: 
Peter, James and John, who, in the 
name and by the command of the 
Son of God, authorized him to preach 
the Gospel, administer its ordinances, 
and promise the Holy Ghost which 
would impart a knowledge of his au- 
thority and divine mission, and his 
on the to pre a people for 
the second advent of the Son of Man. 
Under these circumstances, and with 
these considerations, I could not 
otherwise believe than Joseph Smith 
was honest and sincere, for I knew 
that his statement was of that pecu- 
liar character that there could be no 
chance for deception, and such testi- 
mony, if false, could be readily so 

roven and would exhibit of nothing 
ess than positive villainy. 

I was at that time a young man full 
of worldly aspirations, with bright 
pros and means to — 
ambition in acquiring a liberal, 
legiate education. ides, I 
many wealthy, proud, aristocratical 
friends and relatives who watched 
eagerly for me to achieve high honors 
in life. It will therefore be easily 
understood that no small effort was 
needed to form the resolution to | 


col. 
had 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


abandon those prospects, disappoint 
those oe —— and join the poor 
ignorant, despised “Mormons,” an 
become a follower of “ Old Joe Smith, 
the money digger,” as they and he, at 
that early day, were regarded. Of 
course, had I then understood as 1 
now know, the ultimate results of 
obedience to the Gospel and a life of 
purity, and after its close an exalta- 
tion to the fullness of Celestial Glory, 
I should have been ashamed to call it 
a sacrifice. But in my ignorance of 
its blessings and glories, it proved the 
fiercest struggle of heart and soul I 
ever experienced. 

However, through the help of the 
Lord—for I feel certain He must have 
helped me—I laid my pride, worldly 
ambition and aspirations upon the 
altar, and, humble as a child, went to 
the waters of baptism, and received 
the ordinances of the Gospel, admini- 
— by one who claimed to be an 

tie. 

In June, 1836, previous to accept- 
ing these ordinances, I e con- 
vin in my investigations of the 
by the Latter-day 
nts, which | proved by comparison 
to be the same as those mentioned in 
the New Testament, taught by Christ 
and His Apostles, that obedience to 
them would impart miraculous pow- 
ers, manifestations and revelations. 
With sanguine expectation of this re- 
sult, I received baptism and the ordi- 
nance of laying on of hands by one 
who professed to bave divine autho- 
rity; and, having thus yielded obedi- 
ence, I was in constant expectation 
of the fulfillment of the promise of 

the reception of the Hol ost. 
ately follow my baptism, as I expect- 
ed. But, although the time was de- 
ferred, when I did receive it its reali- 
zation was more perfect, tangible and 
miraculous than even my strongest 
hopes had led to anticipate. One Gay 
while engaged in my studies, some 

w 


two or eeks after I was bap- 
tized, I to reflect upon the fact 
that I not obtained a knowledge 


of the truth of the work—that I had 
not realized the fulfillment of the pro- 
mise: He that doeth my will 
know of the doctrine;” . I began to 
feel very uneasy. : 
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laid aside my books, left the house 
and wandered around through the 
fields under the oppressive influence 
of a gloomy, disconsolate spirit, while 
an indescribable cloud of darkness 
seemed to envelop me. I had been 
accustomed, at the close of the day, 
to retire for secret prayer to a grove, 
a short distance from my lodgings, 
but at this time I felt no inclination 
spirit of had departed 
e spirit of prayer 
and the heavens seemed like brass 
over my head. At length, realizing 
that the usual time had come for 
secret prayer, I concluded I would 
not forego my evening service, and 
as a matter of formality, knelt as 1 
was in the habit of doing, and in m 
accustomed retired place, but not feel- 
ing as I was wont to feel. 
5 had no sooner opened my lips in 
an effort to pray, than I heard a 
sound, just above my head, like the 
rustling of silken robes, and immedi- 
ately the Spirit of God descended 
upon me, completely enveloping my 
mm rson, filling me from the 
crown of my head to the soles of my 
feet, and O, the joy and happiness 


I felt! No language can describe the 
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ciple or element, the Holy Ghost; 
and even more real and physical in 
its effects upon every part of my sys- 
tem than the immersion by water; 
dispelling forever, so long as reason 
and memory last, all possibility of 
doubt or fear in relation to the fact 


handed down to us historically, that 


the Babe of Bethlehem” is truly the 
Son of God; also the fact that He is 
now being revealed to the children of 
men, and communicating knowledge, 
the same as in the apostolic times. 


I was perfectly satisfied, as well I 
might for my e tions were 
more than ized, I think I may 


safely say, in an infinite degree. 

I cannot tell how long 1 remained 
in the full flow of this blissful enjoy- 
ment and divine enlightenment, but it 
was several minutes before the celes- 
tial element, which filled and sur- 


rounded me, be =, to with- 
draw. On Jorn a rom my kneelin 
eart swelling wi 


posture, with m 

gratitude to God beyond the power of 
expression, I felt—I knew that He had 
conferred on me what only an Omni- 
potent Being can confer—that which 
is of greater value than all the wealth 


and honors worlds can bestow. That 


instantaneous transition from a dense night, as I retired to rest, the same 
cloud of mental and spiritual dark- | wonderful manifestations were re- 
ness into a refulgence of light and | peated, and continued to be for seve- 


knowledge, as it was at that time im- | ral successive nights. 


parted to my understanding. I then 
received a 2 knowledge that 
God lives, t Jesus Christ is the 
Son of God, and of the restoration of 
the Holy Priesthood, and the fullness 
of the 

It was a complete baptism—a tan- 
gible immersion in the heavenly prin- 


The sweet re- 
membrance of those glorious experi- 
ences, from that time to the present, 
bring them fresh before me, imparting 
an inspiring influence which pervades 
my whole being, and J trust will to 
the close of my earthly existence. 
Juvenile Instructor. 


REDEMPTION 


— 


FOR THE DEAD AND PRE-EXISTENCE 


OF SPIRITS. 


ͤ— — 


Wr have received the following letter 
from Elder James Nye, which is 
self-explanatory and introduces his 
letter to the party referred to: 


Dear Brother Teasdale,—In the lat- 
ter part of November I was inter- 
viewed by two gentlemen in Rams- 
gate on the principles ok Mormon- 


ism;” one of them had read the Mor- 
gan tracts and a portion of the Book 
of Mormon, and when he came to see 
me he was so full of bitterness that 
he could not exch the civilities 
of an introduction before he began to 
abuse me and the 1 and Joseph 
Smith in particular. e asked me a 


uumber of questions, and ans vered 


| 
| 
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them himself to suit himself; bow- 
ever, notwithstanding his abuse, 
managed to get in a little of our doc- 
trine during the three hours we were 
together. e other young gentle- 
man was quiet and seemed anxious to 
learn something. At the close he in- 
vited me to attend a Bible class with 
him the following evening, which of 
course I did, and there I had an hour 
and a half with the minister and three 
otbers after the class was closed, and 
left them some tracts with Articles of 
Faith, The minister wanted to con- 
verse of nothing but polygamy, which 
he attacked me on as soon as intro- 
duced. Inclosed is a copy of a letter 
written to the young man above re- 
ferred to, and if you think it wortby 
of publication in the STaR you are 
welcome to use it. 


Mr. 
Dear Sir,—As I did not have a fair 
opportunity afforded me on the eve- 
ning of our interview at Mr.—— of 
answering the questions put to me, in 
consequence of your friend being so 
full of bitterness, I feel in justice to 
myself and the cause I represent to 
e this method of defending myself 
and the principles I advocate; and as 
you seemed interested and disappoint- 
ed, I will address myself to you, and 
will answer some of the questions then 
put to me to the best of my ability, 
and will take the Old and New Testa- 
ments for my guide, with perhaps a 
few quotations from other works. 
One question noted, and also touch- 
ed upon at the Bible class the follow- 
ing evening, was: Baptism for the 
dead, and preaching to the dead, or 
to the spirits in prison. A prominent 
feature in the plan of redemption is 
the vicarious nature of the labors of 
Christ in His ministry for the salva- 
tion of man. In His death and resur- 
rection Christ did that for men which 
they could not do for themselves. In 
all dispensations of the priesthood it 
has been the duty of those officiating 
in its ordinances to act for others 
when they could not act for them- 
selves. The vicarious nature of the 
sufferings of Christ are clearly fore- 
told in the prophetic vision of Isaiah: 


Surely he hath borne our griefs, and 


ed our sorrows: yet we did esteem him | 
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smitten of God, and afflicted. 


1 But he 
he was bruised for our iniquities: oan, 


tisement of our peace was upon him; 
with his eripes we are healed” (Tsaiah 
The same prophet, speaking further 
of Christ, says that He should be 
“For a covenant of the people, for a 
light of the Gentiles” (xlii, 6), evi- 
dently referring to His earthly mission 
in which this was literally fulfilled. 
At the time this would take place 
there was another labor which He 
was to perform. He was “To open 
the blind eyes, to bring out the prison- 
ers from the prison, and them that 
sit in darkness out of the prison 
house” (xlii, 7). This passage informs 
us that there was a class of persons 
who were confined in a dark, benight- 
ed prison, who were to be delivered 
when Christ should be “ For a cove- 
nant of the people, for a Jight of the 
Gentiles.” 

The Apostle Peter informs us that 
Jesus, between His death and resur- 
rection, when His spirit was free from 
His body, went and preached to the 
spirits in prison: 

For Christ also hath once suffered for 
sins, the just for the unjust, that he 2 


the Spi 
which also he went — 2 
spirits in prison” (1 Peter iii, 18, 19). 
In the context he informs us that 
these spirits where those of the 
ple who were disobedient in the days 
of Noah. This chief Apostle had no 
narrow views of the plan of salvation, 
for when he speaks of Christ suffering 
“the just for the unjust,” he makes 
no discrimination in favor of the 
living, for the assertion is sweepin 
and universal; and what profit coul 
there be in Christ ching to the 
spirits in prison, unless the way was 
opened for them to receive the ordi- 
nances and blessings of the Gospel in 
common with the living? He posi- 
tively informs us that the Gospel was 
ae to the dead, and the reason 
why: 

For for this cause was the 

ed also to them that are 


t be to in 
the tout Hive Gad in the 
spirit” (1 Peter iv, 6). 


If they are judged according to men 
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in the flesh, it would evidently be un- 
just if they should not bave the bene- 
fit of all the ordinances and privileges 
pertaining to the “ry 
To the question, How are they to 
receive the ordinances of the Gospel?” 
there can be but one answer—by 
roxy; by the vicarious works of the 
iving. ot only did Peter assert 
that the Gospel was preached to the 
spirits in prison, that they might be 
judged according to men in the flesh, 
but the Apostle Paul informs us that 
the first Gospel ordinance of all dis- 
pensations — baptism — was admini- 


stered by proxy among the former- | 


day Saints. Speaking of the resur- 
rection, he asks the Corinthian Saints, 
“Else what shall they do which are 
baptized for the dead, if the dead rise 
not at all? Why are 4 bap- 
tired for the dead?’ (1 Cor. xv, 29). 
That is, of what utility are baptisms 
for the dead if there is no resurrection? 
This doctrine was evidently neither 
strange nor new to those to whom 
the apostles were writing. Paul fur- 
ther says, “For to this end Christ 
both died, and rose, and revived, that 
he might be Lord both of the dead 
and the living” (Rom. xiv, 9). If this 
asserts anything, it is that 

rist died for the dead as well as 
for the living. Again, there is no dis- 
crimination made in favor of the liv- 


i 

y ate gave some light on this sub- 
ject when talking with the Jews on 
marrying aud the resurrection: 


Neither can they die any more: for 


Shag. ane ual unto the angels; and are the 
being the children of the 
dood, but of the living; for all ive unto 
him” (Luke xx, 36, 38. 

The following may be inferred from 
these 2 that notwithstanding 
men die, they must live unto God 
through the resurrection, and as myr- 
iads have died without a knowledge 
of the Gospel, they must have an op- 
portunity of enjoying its blessings in 
order to live unto God after they 
have come forth from the dead. 

The Prophet Malachi, in vision, 
saw our day 2,200 years ago, and in 
the closing chapter of his prophecy, 
and of the Old Testament, he says: 


For, behold, the day cometh, that shall 
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burn as an oven; and all ‘the yea, 
and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: 


and the day that cometh shall burn them 
up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall 
— neither root nor branch“ (Mal. 
V, 
But there is another important event 
to take place before that day, as we 
learn in verses 5 and 6: 
** Behold, I will send you Elijah the pro- 
het before the coming of the great and 
Jreadful day of the : and he shall turn 
the heart of the fathers to the children, and 
children 


the heart of the to their fathers, 
lest I come and smite the earth with a 


curse. 

This is not Elias, as your friend 
r. —— asserted it was, but this is 
the old Prophet Elijah, who was tran- 
lated, that is to come again to the 
earth. 

Elijah’s coming must evidently be 
to some one who is prepared to re- 
ceive him, and to labor in the great 
work he is about to inaugurate, for 
the expression, He shall turn the 
heart of the fathers to the children, 
and the heart of the children to their 
fathers,” is very comprehensive. It 
does not discriminate between the 
living and the dead, between the past 
and the future. It pertains to the 
whole family of Adam. The time 
came for Elijah to appear and fill his 
great and glorious mission. The place 
was 1 pe and the men were there 
who the faith to receive him, and 
the authority and power he was to 
bring to men in the flesh to admini- 
ster in the ordinances of the Gospel 
for the dead. Heappeared to Joseph 
Smith, the Seer, and Oliver Cowdery, 
in the Kirtland Temple, April 3, 1836, 
and said: 

„ Behold, the time has fully come, which 
was spoken of by of Malachi, 
testifying that he (Elijah) should be sent 
before the great and da 
Lord come, to turn the hearts of fathers to 
the children, and the children to the fa- 
thers, lest the whole earth be smitten with 
& curse. — — 
pensation are com into your hands, 
and this may know that the 
and Jay of the 


at the door (Doc. and Cov., sec. 110: 14, 
15, 16). 

Having said what I deem sufficient 
to substantiate this point, I will pro- 
ceed to answer the next question of 
the evening, and which also I did not 
have an opportunity to speak upon at 
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the time—viz., “ The pre-existence of 
spirits.“ 

In the first chapter of Genesis we 
have an account of six days, or periods 
of time, which God occupied in the 
creation of this earth, and in the 26th 
and 27th verses we read: 


** And God said, Let us make man in our 
i ikekness: ... 80 


own after our ess: 
2 toate in his own image, in the 
image of God created he him; male and 
female created he them.” 

In the 5th verse of the second chap- 
ter we read: 

„And every plant of the field before it 
was in the „and e herb of the 
field before it grew: for the God had 
not caused it to rain on the and 
there was not a man to till the ground.” 

In the 7th verse: 

** And the Lord God formed Adam of the 
dust of the d, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life; and man became 
a living soul.” 

From these passages it appears 
there were two different „ of 
man's creation. In the first place, the 
Lord created man in the heavens, in 
His own likeness; He likewise created 
all other things that have life, or that 
grow in the earth, before it grew; and 
after He had pronounced everything 
good, He caused it to rain upon the 
earth that the plants, trees and herbs 
might grow; then He took of the ele- 
ments of the earth and made a body, 
or tabernacle for the man ser spirit 
to dwell in. And the Lord 
took the man and put bim in the gar- 
den of Edea to dress it and to keep 
it” (Gen. ii, 15). This shows us that 
Adam was expected to labor in the 
garden, or in other words, to till the 
ground, before he fell, and that he 
wus in the garden alone, but how 
long he remained alune we are not 
informed; but the 18th verse of the 
2nd chapter informs us that the Lord 
God said: “It-is not good that the 
man should be alone; I will make 
him au help meet.“ Then it seems 
there was some time elapsed before 
Adam received his help meet. 

For the Lord also formed out of the 
* every beast of the field, and every 

wl of the air; and ht them to Adam 
to see what he would them.” 

So then, these were created in the 
flesh after they had been created in 
the heavens, 


7 And the Lord God caused » deep sleep to 
fall 22 Adam, and he slept: he took 
one of his ri the flesh in- 


ribs, and closed u 
stead thereof; and the rib, which the Lord 
God had taken from man, made he a wo- 
man, and brought her unto the man.” 

We see by the reading that con- 
siderable time must have elapsed be- 
tween the time the Lord created man, 
male and female in His own likeness, 
and the time of His bringing the 
woman to Adam as an help meet in 
the garden of Eden, plainly showing 
there was first a creation of the spirit 
of man, and afterwards a creation of 
the body of man for the spirit to dwell 
in. 


Without commenting more upon 
this subject, [ will quote a few pas- 
sages of Scripture: | 


„What and if ye shall see the Son of 
— up where he was before?” (John 


vi, 

IJ came forth from the Father, and am 
come into the world: in, I leave the 
ma and go to the Father” (St. John xvi, 


„And now, O Father, glorify thou me 
with thine own self with the glory which I 
had with thee before the world was” (St. 
John xvii, 5). 

„The word of the Lord came unto me, 
saying, before I formed thee in the ay 
I knew the; and before thou camest f 
out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I 


ordained thee a unto the nations” 
(Jeremiah i, 4, 5). 


as it was: iri un 
God who gave it“ —— 7). 

** Wherefore I praise the dead which are 
already dead more than the living which 
are yetalive. Yea, better is he than both 
they, which hath not yet who hath 
not seen the evil work that is under 
the sun” (Ecclesiastes iv, 2, 3). 

Christ’s apostles seemed to tho- 
roughly understand this principle in 
their day: 

„And as Jesus by, he saw a man 
which was blind from his birth. And his 

Master, who 


disciples asked him, saying, 
did sin, this Id E. 1. 28 that he 
J 1,2 


was born blind” ( ohn ix, 

We would not suppose for a mo- 
ment that the man was thus punished 
for sins which he might ly com- 
mit in the future, neither could he 
have sinned before his birth if he had 
not been in existence; he did not ex- 
ist in the flesh before his, birth, hence 
if there was a possibility of his com- 
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mitting sin before his birth, he must 
have existed in the spirit. 


ight — — — 
and hi ought against the n; 
and the dragon fought and his angels, an 
prevailed not; neither was their place found 
any more in heaven. And the great dragon 
was cast out, that old serpent, called the 
Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the 
whole world: he was cast out into the earth, 
and his ls were cast out with him. 
And Ih a loud voice saying in heaven 
now is come salvation, and strength, and 
the kingdom of our and the power of 
his Christ: fur the accuser of our 

is cast down, which accused them before 
our God day and night. And they over- 
came him by the blood of the Lamb, and by 
the word of their testimony; and they 
loved not their lives unto the There- 
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fore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell 


earth and of the sea! for the devil is come 


wrath, because 
he knoweth that he but a short time” 
(Revelation xii, 7-12). 


And the ls which kept not their 
first estate, but left their own habitation, 
he hath reserved in everlasting chains under 
darkness unto the judgment of the great 
day” (Jude 6). 

There are many more passages 
which might be quoted to show that 
man existed in the heavens previous 
to coming here on this earth and 
living in the flesh as we do now; but 
I think what I have already quoted 
will suffice to prove the pre-existence 
of man’s spirit. 


down unto you, having 


THE POWER OF THE WILL. 


EDWARD Irving, the eloquent preach- 
er, who, fifty years ago, made a dis- 
senting chapel in London a fashion- 
able place of resort, had a powerful 
intellect and a stronger will So 


strong was it that even the terrible. 


cholera succumbed to its sway. 

One Sunday morning, during the 
cholera season of 1832, he rose in per- 
fect health, but at breakfast-time he 
became very cold, and suffered great 
agony. A physician found him with 
sunken eyes and pallid cheeks, and 
evidently a prey to the fatal malady. 
Irvine believed that disease was sin, 
which could be mastered by faith. 
The fact that the cholera was likely 
to overmaster him was evidence, as 
he thought, that he had sinfully lost 
his hold of faith. His belief provoked 
him to a moral struggle, in which his 


powerful will was pitted against his 
collapsed —— 

He tottered to church. With dim- 
med sight, swimming head, and la- 
bored breath, he ascended the stairs, 

ped the sides of the pulpit and 
be ed wistfully around. His natu- 
ral energies responded to the sum- 
mons of his will. The crisis came; a 
cold sweat broke out all over his body, 
and stood in great drops on his fore- 
head and hands. For more than an 
hour he preached with a fervor un- 
known: to him, though he was the 
most fervid of pulpit orators. He 
walked home, ate very little, and in 
the evening preached in a crowded 
schoolroom—thus giving one of the 
most striking illustrations of the in- 
fluence of the mind on the body.— 


Youth's Companion 


Every part of the body and every faculty of the mind is developed by exercise; the 


same is true of the moral character. 


DisHonesty.— Dishonesty in all its forms certainly inflicts much suffering upon those 


who are cheated, but it also reacts with force upon the knave. 


Not only does he suffer 


the remorse of his own conscience and risk the penalties of the law, he must also resign 
the confidence and respect of his fellow- men; he must submit to be always suspected, 
always distrusted, always watched. What he has acquired wrongfully is apt to be held 
loosely and parted with easily. The same tricks that he has used, and perhaps sharper 
ones, will be used against him, and the general feeling of distrust which he has engendered 
will in many ways injure him and baffle his endeavors. This is true in cases from the 
petty meanness which would steal a tram-fare or take advantage of a mistake in change, 
up to the deliberate and wholesale perfidy that speculates on trust-funds or swindles a 


corporation. 


136 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 1882 


— — — 


— 


TO THE ELDERS AND SAINTS IN THE EUROPEAN MISSION. 
—0— 


BELOVED BRETHREN AND SA mrs, — As you will have learned from the last 
issue of the Star, the grave responsibility of presiding over the European 
Mission has fallen to our lot, having been appointed to that charge by the 
First Presidency of the Church of Jesus Christ; to “take charge of all the 
business, the editing of the SrAk, the emigration, the directing of the labors 
of the Elders and every other duty connected with the Presidency of the 
European Mission.” We did not expect so soon to assume the responsibility; 
but had promised ourselves the pleasure of the companionship of President 
Wells for some time to come, and were making arrangements to this end. 
We have had the honor of laboring in connection with him before, both in 
holy places and in the Council of the Legislature of Utah Territory, and have 
learned his true nobility and native worth. He is one of nature’s noblemen, 
and his integrity to the truth has endeared him to the Saints. We hope the 
Elders and Saints of the European Mission will appreciate the blessing he 
has left with them, and meditate upon the cxcellent counsel he has given in 
his“ farewell”—to profit by it. His testimony will stand against this genera- 
tion, for he is a true servant of God, and has the authority to call men to 
repentance, as the sequel will most assuredly demonstrate. Our prayers 
ascend for his future usefulness and prosperity. 

We esteem ourselves happy in the excellent help he has left us in the office, 
both in the editorial and business departments, and hope that everything will 
be as pleasant, successful and satisfactory in the future as in the past. 

The first number of the MiLLENNIAL Stak was issued in May, 1840, edited 
by Elder Parley P. Pratt, of the Quorum of the Apostles. It was then a 
‘monthly periodical, printed in Manchester. In April, 1842, No. 12 of the 
second volume was published in Liverpool, Elder P. P. Pratt still being the 
editor. In June, 1842, Elder T. Ward was associated with Elder Pratt in the 
editorial department, and in November of the same year succeeded Elder 
Pratt as editor. In 1845, at the issuing of the sixth volume, Apostle Wilford 
Woodruff assumed the responsibility, with Elder T. Ward as assistant. In 
1846, Elder Woodruff left England, and Elder Ward continued as editor until 
October 1846, when Elder Orson Hyde of the Twelve Apostles suceseded 
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him. Shortly after, Elder Orson Spencer became the editor, and remained 
80 until 1848, when he was succeeded by Apostle Orson Pratt; and since then 
the change in editors has-been even more frequent. 

On June 15, 1845, the sixth volume was issued, when from a monthly it 
became a semi-monthly publication. In 1852, at a Special General Confer- 
ence held in London, it was resolved that the Srar should be published 
weekly, instead of semi-monthly, at the same size and price, the circulation 
then being more than twenty-three thousand. When first published it was 
sixpence per copy. At the second volume the price fell to threepence per 
copy, but its circulation soon became so extensive that it was sold at one 
penny per number, to place it within the reach of all. 

Since 1852 the Star has steadily been published once a week. For some 
years the printing was done by Messrs. James and Nephew, 51, South Jobn- 
street, Liverpool, but in the year 1861 it was determined to do the print- 
ing in this office. No 17, Vol. xxiii, April 27th, was the first number printed 
and published by George Q. Cannon, 42, Islington, Liverpool. Since that 
time it has been printed at this office under the able management of our fore- 
man, Mr. W. L. Davies, who has so faithfully performed his duties for over a 
quarter of a century. The Stak has been a wonderful record of instruction, 
testimony and history. We doubt very much if the inbabitants of the earth 
in the days of Noah were as highly favored or more faithfully warned than 
the people of this generation. In the days of Noah God spake, and sent 
him to warn the inhabitants of the earth, call upon them to repent and obey 
the Gospel, for the time had come for the baptism of the earth by water, 
Noah was a preacher of righteousness, a just man and perfect in his genera- 
tions,” who believed God and obeyed His words, but he was rejected by the 
world who preferred their own powerless-to-save forms of religion to the 
truth, and so rejected the only way to be saved taught by Noah, and conse- 
quently perished for rejecting the word of the Lord. Now comes the baptism 
of the earth by fire—the Lord has again spoken, and His word, together with 
the testimonies of His servants, have been proclaimed far and wide. 

The Mritennrat Star has been a bright harbinger to the pure in heart 
and to the repentant sinner, and has also marked out the strait and narrow 
way that leads to endless lives, by which we return unto the presence of God 
and the Lamb. It has been a faithful expounder of true principle in all love, 
humility and kindness; its mission being to instruct, edify and warn the 
people, for wo live in the hour of God's judgment. We hope, by the blessing 
of God, that it will continue to be what it has been in the past, and that it 
will be a welcome visitor to the homes of the Saints and all who love the 
truth. We should endeavor to give it a wide circulation, and feel interested 
to secure as many subscribers as possible, lending it to our friends. If God 
has been kind to us to lead us into His fold, and favored us with a living 
testimony, we certainly, if we love our neighbors as ourselves, should give 
them the chance of the glad tidings of great joy, by supplying them with the 
printed word; the honest in heart will appreciate it, aud God will convince 
them. Remember it is His work, and there are thousands who would gludiy 
embrace it if they only kaew of it. 

We are in receipt of most encouraging reports from the Elders laboring ia 
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the Mission, and trust that there will be quite a harvest of precious souls in 
the near future—the result of the good seed already sown. 

Praying that the blessing of God may rest upon all Israel, and that He 
will cause the wrath of man to praise Him, and deliver thousands of His 
children from the bondage of error and superstition, I subscribe myself, 
| Your brother in the Everlasting Covenant, 

Groß TEASDALE. 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY. 


ä—ũ—ũ4 — 


On the 16th of this month, in the Lower House of the Hungarian legislature, 
a motion for the establishment of religious liberty in that country, ſor the 
fifteenth time was rejected. M. Trefort, Minister of Public Worship, declared 
that Hungary would be “ lost” if as many sects were permitted to exist as in 
England. According to this logic the people of Hungary must be kept in 
religious bondage, in order to preserve the country. But that is false logic. 
The experience of England, of the United States, and all countries where 
religious liberty is granted is against such logic. All the countries where 
freedom in matters of religion is recognized, owe their advancement, prim- 
arily, to the early recognition of the right of every man to worship God 
according to the dictates of his own conscience. For the establishment of 
religious liberty prepared the way for the expansion of political liberty, which 
led eventually to the founding of free institutions and liberal constitutions 
limiting the power of kings and governments who too long have oppressed 
the people—saying to despots as God said to the ocean: “ Thus far shalt 
thou go, but no farther; and here shall thy proud waves be stayed.” The peo- 
ple, finding themselves free from both priests with their superstitions, and 
kings with their assumed perogatives, were prepared for the exercise of 
thought and ingenuity which led to advancement in all the useful arts and 
sciences and consequently to the progress of modern times. While those 
nations which, like Hungary, have refused to ackuowldge the right of their 
subjects to be absolutely free in matters of religion, have very imperfect 
political liberty, and have contributed nothing to the progress of the age; 
and are being distanced in every thing that goes to make a great and free 
people. But the sun of liberty has risen above the horizen of mankind; and 
is steadily in the ascendant. There may be many parts of the earth not yet 
visited by its effulgent rays, in which linger the mists of superstition, 
the fogs of priestcraft and the darkness of kingly oppression; but as 
the Sun of liberty shall rise higher and higher, his beams will penetrate 
farther and farther, dispelling the mists and the fogs and the darkness, 
until the whole earth shall be bathed in its glorious brightness ani every 
man shall be able to exclaim: “I am free! I am free!” 


But before that blessed day shall come, and to bring it about, revolation 


may succeed revolution, system after system of the governments of men go 
to wreck, and the blood and tears of noble patriots flow like water, as in the 


past, in the cause of human liberty and equal rights; but through the dark- 
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ening heavéns and the turbulent clouds, the éye of faith sees stretched the 
bow of promise, and on it is written: The kingdom of God and His 
Christ shall come, and His will be done on earth as it is done in heaven; 
which means for all men, the enjoyment of the highest order of liberty known 
either to men or Gods. R. 


CHILDISH FABLES. 
—0 


From the first announcement made by Joseph Smith concerning the restora- 
tion of the Gospel, Falschood and Misrepresentation have done all they 
could to overwhelm the work which has been established through the pro- 
clamation of that Gospel. Some of the falsehoods have been invented with 
remarkable skill, bearing evidence that the Father of lies had something to 
do with their construction; while others have been so clumsily contrived that 
it would make the devil mad to accuse him of inspiring them. Of this class 
are those childish stories that relate how Joseph Smith tried to imitate Jesus 
in walking upon the water, how for this purpose a plank cause-way had been 
constructed across the mill-pond where the feat was to be performed, with 
the planks sunk a few inches be!ow the surface, how some parties finding out 
the scheme removed a portion of the cause-way, and let the prophet through: 
—How, on one occasion, the prophet undertook to raise the dead, and to 
make it appear that he did so, had a man buried with a reed placed in bis 
mouth, which extended above the surface of the grave through which the 
buried man could respire, and at the opening of the grave and the command 
of the prophet, appeared to rise from the dead. We thought the day of such 
stories had passed, that such things, like the fairy tales of former ages, were 
now scarcely ever told or believed. Mueh less were we prepared for the 
mauufacture of anything of the kind in these days of more skillful lying. 
But it appears that even in these hard and scientific times there are mutured 
minds that can invent childish sensations, which the public relish with all the 
gusto and credulity of children, listening for the first time to the wonderful 
exploits of Jack the Giant Killer, or Tom Hop oer my Thumb. 

These reflections were aroused by learning from our American exchanges 
that a genuine sensation had been created by an Associated Press dispatch, 
from Lincoln, Nebraska, reciting minutely a story to the effect that President 
Brigham Young did not die some nine years ago, but that he merely dropped 
out of sight, and a mummy representing him was buried. And now that a 
crisis is approaching in the history of his people, he is to appear among them 
as a resurrected personage, and by the influence which that will give him 
over the “Superstitions Mormons,” he is to hold them together, perpetuate 
the Church organization, and continue the resistence to the late enactments 
of the United States’ Congress, etc., etc. 

To those who may hear of this senseless ramor, we will merely say that 
„ Mormonism,” as it is called, being founded upon the principles of eternal 
truth, is driven to no such subterfuges as those mentioned in the foregoing 
to sustain it, or keep those who have accepted it for their religious faith con- 
verted to its doctrines, or to assure them of the final triumph of their canse 
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over the powers of darkness that oppose it. Nor is it necessary that Brigham 
Young, however much beloved by the people, or extended his influence, 
should be dragged from his grave in order to hold the people together. They 
have a better bond of union than the influence any man could wield over 
them, though he were a solomon in wisdom, and a David in power. That 
bond of union is the Holy Ghost, which God hath given to every member of 
the Church who with honesty of purpose has repented of his sins; and that 
Spirit testifies of the truth, and in the face of every difficulty, in the presence 
of every evil, in the midst of all the fears which impending dangers inspire, 
it speaks in no uncertain voice, saying: Fear not, I am with you.” And 
that simple assurance, “though they be given the bread of adversity and the 
water of affliction,” is sufficient to comfort the Saints and be a bond of 
union among them, which challenges the wonder of those who know not its 
power. R. 


EmIGRATION.—The time is drawing near for the emigration to commence, | 
We wish to impress upon the minds of the Elders that no one should be sent 
to this office with a view of emigrating unless they have sufficient means 
necessary to take them through to Utah, and some little to spare, or they will 
be liable to be sent back from New York as paupers. It is far better that 
they should be stopped here, and we wish it distinctly understood that they 
will be liable to be stopped, as we have no means to assist them at this office. 
We are continually called upon to know if we will not forward people to Zion. 
Strangers call and confess their willingness to fight for us if we will send 
them; we are not engaged in this business. The Saints, who have been con- 
verted, gather because it is a commandment of God, who said: “And ye are 
called to bring to pass the gathering of mine elect, for mine elect hear my 
voice and harden not their hearts.” Again, “ But verily, thus saith the Lord, 
let not your flight be in haste, but let all things be prepared before you.” 
This is the wise counsel given. Therefore let the Saints learn to be economi- 
cal, and keep the commandments, be faithful in their duties and not rob God, 
but pay their tithes and offerings. Leave off bad habits, keep the Word of 
Wisdom, and seek the fellowship of the Holy Ghost; then there will be no 
need of artificial stimulents to ruin health and pocket, but a joy unspeakable 
will be experienced, and the Lord will open up the way for them to gather, for 
He helps those who help themselves, and prove to Him they are in earnest. 
Again, all monies' sent to this office from relations or friends in Utah for the 
emigration of the Saints in the European Mission, or to assist them in their 
emigration, can only be used for that special purpose. If they are out of 
employment, it is the privilege of all Saints to prayerfully and dilligently 
seek for labor, and the Lord will provide. Faith is the first principlo of 
revealed religion, and it is written “The just shall live by faith.” So then, in 
all kindness we say, have faith and show your faith by your works. 


Meetinc House Cuancep.—The Latter-day Saints of the Liverpool 
Branch of this Conference, now hold their regular services at their Hull, 15, 
ittern Street Great Orford Street, instead of the Philharmonic Buildings, 
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Falkner Street, as heretofore. Meetings at 11 am. and 6-30 p.m. every Sab- 
-bath, and 7-30 every Wednesday evening. The public are cordially invited 


to attend. 


RECENT EARTH-QUAKES. 


Tux daily papers of last week give 
graphic accounts of a series of earth- 
uakes that occurred on the 23rd of 
ebruary throughout the north of 
Italy and southern France. Several 

ther destroyed, and a general panic 
— wherever the shocks were 
elt, the people fleeing to the open 
squares, parks and gardens within the 
towns for safety from the falling build- 


Ings. 

At Bajardo, a small town of about 
1,500 inhabitants, several shocks were 
felt. At the first shock the inhabi- 
tants—men, women and children — 
rushed in mad afright to the parish 
church, where, upon their knees, they 
implored Divine protection. The 

iests moved about among the terri- 

people trying in vain to calm their 
fears. Suddenly a severe shock caused 
the massive walls of the church to 
bulge, and in another moment the 
sacred edifice collapsed, burying be- 
neath its ruius several hundred peo- 
ple, of whom, according to latest ad- 
vices, some 300 were killed or terri- 
bly mutilated. 

t is estimated that in all the num- 
ber killed is about 2,000, to say no- 
thing of those who have been injured 
more or less seriously, and the des- 
truction of property. 

These calamities are much more 
frequent of late than formerly. The 
recollection of the earth-quake which 
began at Charlston, and then extended 


lives. These calamities rapidly fol- 
lowing each other are but the few 
drops which precede the shower, for 
has decreed that these things 
should come upon the inhabitants of 
the earth for their wickedness. 
given thro at great Prophet, 
Joseph Smith, the Lord said to the 


Saints: 
“ Abide ye in the liberty wherewith 
ye are alle free; entangle not your- 


selves in sin, but let your hands be 
clean, until the Lord come; for not 
many days hence and the earth shall 
tremble and reel to and fro as a drunk- 
en man, and the sun shall hide his 
face, and shall refuse to give light, 
and the moon shall be bathed in blood, 
and the stars shall become exceed- 
ingly angry, and shall cast themselves 
down as a fig that falleth from off a 
fig tree. And after your testimony 
cometh wrath and indignation upon 
the people; for after your testimony 


cometb the testimony of earth-quakes, 


that shall cause groanings in the midst 
of her, and men shall fall upon the 
ground, and shall not be able to stand. 
And also cometh the testimony of the 
voice of thunderings, and the voice of 
lightnings, and the voice of tempests, 
and the voice of the waves of the sea, 
heaving themselves beyond their 
bounds, And all things shall be in 
commotion; and surely, men's hearts 
shall fail them; for fear shall come 


upon all people! (Doc. and Cov., sec. 
: 91 


under balf the territory of the United | 88: 86 


States, haa not yet died out of the 
public mind, when this new disaster 
occurs in Europe. It was only last 
summer that a portion of southern 
France was visited by a huge tidal 
wave. The same thing occurred on 
the southern coast of Louisana and 
Texas, resulting in the destruction of 
millious of property and thousands of 


Oneof the old prophets said: “When 
thy judgments are in the earth, O 
Leak the inhabitants thereof will 
learn righteousness.” And let us hope 
that these visitations, grievous as they 
are to contemplate, will result in turn- 
ing the hearts of our Fathers children 
from wickedness to 


Of all mental gifts, the rarest is intellectual patience; and the last lesson of culture is 
to believe in difficulties which are invisible to ourselves. b 


MꝰMDꝰꝶã t! U end ᷑ĩ t-—:᷑c—üi. —uL' — — ———— ——ᷣ᷑—— 


142 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


UTAH NEWS. 


—0 
(Summarized from Territorial Papers. ) 


Just as we were going to press the Deseret News containing the following 
dispatch to Hon. F. S. Richards was received: 
„Washington, D. C., Feb. 7th. 
Snow released. Mandate ordered. Thanks to God. 
Ticknor CuRTIs, 
JoHN T. Cainx.” 
So say we all, thanks to God! 
Minersville, Beaver County, Utab, recently had a slight shock of earth- 
quake. 
The mortuary report of Salt Lake for the month of . is 35; males 
21, females 14. The number is smaller than usual. 


Bishop Abram A. Kimball, of Knosh, Millard County, was arrested at his 
home, February Ist, on a charge of unlawful cohabitation. He was taken to 
Beaver for examination. 


Mr. S. Gilson, a detective in Salt Lake City, has gained a little notority by 
offering a reward of $800, for Presidents Taylurand Cannon. Three hundred 
dollars for President Taylor and five hundred for President Cannon. 


The City Council of Salt Lake have decided to take the necessary steps to 
get water for sprinkling and irrigation purposes to the City Cemetery, with a 
view of converting the barren hill side, where sleep the dead, into grassy 
slopes, and make it beautiful with shrubs, trees and flowers. 


The persecution of the Saints, under the pretext of executing the Edmunds 
law, still continues unabated, special attention being given just now to Weber 
County. Since the arrest of Professor T. B. Lewis, at Ogden, recently, two 
other brethren have been taken, J. P. C. Winters and John Petersen, both of 
Huntsville. 


‘Two United States — marshals arrested Allen Hunsaker at bis ranch 
on the Ist of February. Hunsaker made an effort to escape before he was 
arrested, but the deputies being provided with a fast horse for the occasion, 
his attempt was unsuccessful. In the chase Hunsaker was shot at twice. 
Strange times these when men charged with only misdemeanor are shot at by 
Officers of the law uuder taking their arrest. 


The U. P. train on which Hon. F. S. Richards was a passenger en route 
from Washington to his home, in Salt Lake, was derailed a few miles west of 
Evanston; and the locomotive, express and baggage cars, were thrown down 
an embankment. The engineer was killed, and several of the train hands 
and passengers injured But the passenger cars remained on the track 
through a coupling breaking, and most of the passengers escaped with merely 
a good shaking and a big fright. 

The National Woman's Suffrage Association of America appointed a com- 
mittee, shortly after the House passed the Edmunds-Tucker Bill, to wait upon 
President Cleveland and protest against said bill becoming a law, since it 
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would disfranchise the legal women voters of Utah. A number of the 
prominent ladies of Salt Lake, in behalf of the women of Utah, have sent a 
grateful acknowledgement to the National Woman’s Convention for making 
an effort to defeat such infamous legislation. 

A. O. Smoot, jun., of Provo, and United States Commissioner for that part 
of the Territory, has tendered his resignation to the judges of the Supreme 
Court of Utab. Explaining in answer to the charges made against him by 
Prosecuting Attorney Dickson, mentioned in last week’s Star, he says that 
he took the position of Commissioner at the request cf P. T. Vanzile, who 
assured him he would not be called upon to entertain cases against his co- 
religionists for unlawful cohabitation or polygamy. 


The Cherokee Advocate, published at Tahlequah, Indian Terriorty, has the 
following in its issue of Jan. 26th: “Two Mormon Elders passed through 
this place last week, stopping over night. They were refused permission to 
speak in either of the churches to which they applied, whereupon they applied 
to the proprieter of the Taylor Hotel for permission to address the few who 
were anxious to hear Mormon doctrine expounded. Permission was given, but 
ere they had commenced to unfold the mysteries of Mormonism, some one 
interposed and the permission was revoked. Mr. Jno. Wilson, our genial 
liveryman, then asked them up to his office, where they addressed as many as 
could get into the little office. We do not believe in Mormonism, but we do 
believe in treating the unfortunate ones who do humanely, being confident 
that the true religion must predominate over all others.” 


The following special dispatch to the Ss. Louis Globe Democrat is dated 
Washington, D.C., January 23rd. It shows how the Tucker-Edmunds bill 
stood at that time: The supporters of the anti-Mormon bill are anxious as 
to its fate. The conference committee has not yet reported to the Senate, 
and it is discovered that there is a great deal of opposition in the Senate to 
the amendments which were added to the bill in the House. The amend- 
ment to which the most numerous objections are made is that one which con- 
fers upon the Governor of the Territory the power to appoint all municipal 
and territorial officers. This, it is said, will give the Governor the appoint- 
ment of 2,400 officials of various kinds, and is an amount of patronage which 
many Senators are not disposed to give to.one man. Mr. Morgan is said to 
be especially opposed to this provision in the amended bill, and Mr. Morgan’s 
opposition is of the character which is effective, especially in the closing days 
of a short session. Mr. Edmunds, who has charge of the bill in the Senate, 
tells the friends of the measure that they need to have no concern about it, as 
it will be agreed to. One reason for the delay in the action of the conference 
committee is that Mr. Collins of Massachusetts, one of the conferees, has been 
ill, but he is now well again, and it is expected that there will be a conference 
meeting this week. If the bill shall reach the President there will be a 
determined effurt to defeat it there. The President has not yet given any 
indication as to his purpose.” 


— 


It is only by a deliberate and conscientious offort that a person of defective imagination 
can do justice to characters differing widely fron his own, because, from lack of sym- 
pathy, he is unable to understand them. Education helps to correct this defect. 
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